Spending 

TL 1 . $ 



'ti ’> 


. r i* 


Defended 

United Press International 

The chief 1 of the General'," 
Services Administration said., 
yesterday his agency actually 
“detracted” from the property 
value of President Nixoii’sl' 
California and Florida homes,* 
by spending $3.6 million .far:, 
landscaping and otfrer 
changes. 

Arthur F.. ^amo son tol<l. - 
House Government Activities t 
subcommittee that the G$iA 
“made mistakes” on some . of - 
the changes, but it always,, 
“stayed carefully within tfee 
law.” All but a few of the, ex- 
penditures were requested by; 
i the Secret Service, he added. 

1 “The work we did detracted 
from the value o£ the proper- 
ties” Sampson insisted in a 
heated exchange with subcom- 
mittee members. “It did not 
improve the appearance of 
these properties, did not in- 
crease the comfort of the facil- 
ities, did not help pay for liv- 
ing expenses.” 

t “Well,” replied Chairman 
Jlck ^Brooks (D-'T 
yiu to come dov 
and descreate it a 
_ John G. 
t) held up color 
home in Kejg; Biscayhe, 
taken before and after 
changes. Noting that sand 
been replaced^with grass, 
ibs and flowdtis, he said, 

[s an insult to the intelli- 
of this subcommittee . . 
you can say with a 
ight fabe that in no way 
this enhance the value of 
tflbse properties Or Improve 
tifc appearance.” ' 

GSA expenditures for land- 
scaping, shrubbery, guard- 
houses, fencing and othqr 
changes were part of an. esti- 
mated $10.1 million spent by 
the government at the Jvv® 
houses and Surrounding facili- 
ties, about $5.7 million of it by 
the Defense Department. & 
Sampsoh said^ the GSA, 
which maintains and equips 
all government p r o p e r ty, 
“never questioned” Secret’ 
Service orders for work on. the-; 
I homes. Many of these wei;e. 
oral, he said. 


